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manner that raised great weals all over their backs and chests,
while some of them were hideously painted with red and yellow
ochre. More than once the travellers surprised a native village,
and in their alarm the savages instantly set fire to their huts
and fled with yells of terror. At other times they followed the
white men on their march, and fired the dry grass around
them, which blazed up fiercely and spread with extraordinary
rapidity, so that Sturt's party had the greatest difficulty in
preventing themselves from being burned alive. It was with
the utmost astonishment, and a joy so great that they could
hardly believe the evidence of their own senses, that Sturt and
his companions suddenly came upon the banks of a broad
and swiftly-flowing river. They had at last got beyond the
region of the drought, and here before them lay a green vailey
and a great stream, where great flocks of wild-fowl flew with-
out fear of man. Even bright flowers grewupon the banks,
and tall, fresh 'grass waved above the water. No wonder, to
the travellers who had wandered so long through a parched
desert, this beautiful sight seemed to them the mirage of dis-
ordered brains, a dream from which they would presently wake
with despair in their hearts! But it was a splendid reality,
and for sixty-five miles they journeyed down the Darling
River, as they called it, as usual after the Governor, finding
it still running broad and deep between ~its banks, until they
came to a tributary, which they discovered to be their old
friend the Macquarie River, Sturt and Hume were proud
and happy men when they made their report to Governor
Darling, snd to their courage and endurance the early
Australian colonists were indebted for the discovery of one
of the most fertile regions of the world, to ~be famous in the
future as the Darling Downs, where enormous flocks of sheep
have found their finest pasture-lands. In a subsequent journey
Sturt further explored the Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers
and their adjacent country, thus mapping out the whole of the
great watershed through New South Wales.
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